
North Carolina School Age Programs

Benefits of Licensure

Obtaining a star rated license as regulated by the NC Division of Child Development offers many benefits, both to the program that serves school age children as well as to the family and child.  Those benefits include:

The Program will benefit from:
· Official recognition of operating a program that meets state standards

· A more marketable program 

· Access to subsidized child care funding

· Access to T.E.A.C.H. Scholarships for eligible employees

· Access to additional funding sources to support program such as the USDA Child & Adult Food Program, grants, etc.

· The star rated system and the acknowledgement of the quality of care offered by the program

· An enhanced ability to attract and employ highly qualified staff

· The feeling of  pride that employees will have in working for a program recognized as providing high quality care

· The encouragement to staff to become more involved in continued professional development opportunities

· A linkage to Child Care Resource & Referral for:

· Parent referrals

· Technical assistance to support improved program quality

· Access to developmentally appropriate curriculum and resource materials

· Assistance with environmental design to encourage appropriate child behavior

· Additional training opportunities for staff

· Informational and support system for program resources.
Parents will benefit from:
· An assurance that the program is a safe place for their child

· Access to high quality programs through voucher system – accepts subsidy funding

· A social outlet for children to interact on a positive base with adult supervision

· The more experienced, educated staff that a higher quality program can attract
· A program that serves nutritious snacks

· The knowledge that their program is held to certain criteria and is accountable for meeting state standards

· Continuity of care on a daily basis

· Ensuring that their children have opportunities to participate in multiple activities and learning experiences 

· Access to programs that are more organized with fewer behavior problems.
Children will benefit from:

· A safe environment

· Predictable structure and routines
· Nutritious snacks

· The balance of academic and enhancement activities

· Access to choices of activities based on individual interest

· The variety of available materials  

· Participation in a program where they are more valued and the staff make an extra effort to make the program fun.
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